
 

▪ Typed, double-spaced 

▪ Times New Roman 12 pt 

▪ MLA heading 

▪ Include word count at the end of the essay 

▪ Structure & organization (2-4 paragraphs) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

▪ 250-350 words (word count does NOT include the heading) 

 

 

 

 

▪ Thoroughly answered the prompt, clear thesis 

▪ Strong reading comprehension 

▪ Analysis and arguments are well-developed 
▪ Avoids summary 

 

 
 

 

 

 

▪ No major or distracting grammatical errors 

▪ Correct spelling and punctuation 

▪ Quotes are integrated correctly 

 

▪ 4 paragraphs (intro, 2 body paragraphs, conclusion) 

▪ Thoughtful and clear topic sentences 

▪ Smooth transitions 

 

▪ Writing is clear, but not simplistic 

▪ Effective use of syntax, diction, and sentence structure 

▪ Third person voice 

▪ Avoids repetition and redundancies 

 

 

 

 

 

: areas that need improvement : areas that were strong 
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